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Check out ALL the Local Happenings at www.breckenridgemn.net/local-happenings 

*At home or while staying in 
a hotel, reuse your towels. 

*Use a WaterSense® labeled 
showerhead. They’re  

inexpensive, easy to install, 
and can save you up to 500 

gallons a month.  

ELECTRIC UTILITY RATE INCREASE 

  Current Proposed 

Residential $0.081 $0.091 

General $0.074 $0.084 

      

LM - Load  $0.05 $0.055 

Controlled $0.046 $0.051 

      

Commercial $0.083 $0.093 

General-
Single $0.078 $0.088 

& 3 Phase    

      

Large General $0.04125 $0.05125 

Industrial    

      

Demand Chg $11.50 $12.00 

 PER Kw $13.04 $13.54 

      

Government $0.083 $0.093 

General $0.078 $0.088 

Fellow Breckenridge Ratepayers, 
            The following is a brief update on the city’s electrical distribution system,  
including the Engineering study, the findings/recommendations, and what the City’s 
plans are going forward. 
            As you may have already heard or read, Breckenridge has completed an  
engineering study on its electrical distribution system and substation infrastructure. 
The full Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) report is on the Breckenridge web site. The 
following is a summarization of that study: 

*The distribution system is aged and much of it is nearing “end of life” 
*Two of the three substations are at their end of life expectancy 
*Build two new substations where each is capable of carrying the demand load 

and eliminate the third (Water Plant) substation. 
*Increase the distribution voltage from 4160/2400VAC to 12470/7500VAC 
*Replace all distribution transformers to accommodate new voltage level 
*Overhead distribution service should be converted to underground 
*Develop a strategic plan that can accomplish the CIP over the next 10 – 15 years 
*Total proposed estimated cost - $15.4 million dollars. 

            The proposed plan and cost assume all work is to be contracted out. While 
much of the work will require contractor support, City officials are exploring alternative 
approaches for some of the work that is required. The City has a talented electrical 
lineman crew that has expertise in most of the technical areas that are needed for this 
project; however, we have minimal staff (three personnel). Moreover, the City does not 
possess all the necessary equipment to accomplish such a large project and get it 
done in a timely manner.  
            Replacing outdated underground and converting overhead to underground is 
an enormous task and will require a tremendous amount of horizontal boring. Boring, 
as opposed to trenching, will be the least intrusive to the resident’s home and City 
boulevards.  
            This project will be ongoing for many years and will be broken down into man-
ageable annual project workloads. The project will remain fluid as the City will always 
reserve the right to alter or make adjustments to the plan as deemed appropriate. The 
City will take all necessary measures to minimize the inconvenience to our citizens, 
and we will do our best to communicate to all residents that will be impacted each year.  
            Now that the project has been laid out, how does this project get paid for? 
Breckenridge Public Utilities is planning a rate increase of 1 cent ($.01) per kwh, half 
cent (.005) per load management kwh. Demand rates for Industrial and Commercial 
users will increase fifty cents (.50) per KW demand. Rate changes are on table to right.  
   
I ask for your support and cooperation as we move forward with this work. 
Sincerest regards, 
Neil Crocker, Director of Public Service  

https://www.epa.gov/watersense/showerheads


Invest in your energy future. 
As your locally owned municipal utility, our community is our top priority. Our Bright Energy Solutions

®
 rebate pro-

gram helps our customers save money, improve their comfort and protect the environment. Ask us about rebates 
for high-efficiency ENERGY STAR® appliances and other equipment, including: 

  

We offer rebates to businesses that invest in energy efficiency, too! 

Contact Lori  at (218)643-4681 or lgefre@breckenridgemn.net for more information. 

AUTOMATIC DEBIT AUTHORIZATION 
EASY: Just fill this coupon out, void a check & send  
them with your next payment! 
I authorize you to automatically debit my account designated below, on the nearest to 
the 10th of the month. This will remain in effect until I give written notice to cancel.  
 

Checking/Savings Account # (circle one) _____________________________ 
 
Customer Name (please print) _____________________________________ 
 
        Signature ________________________________________ 

Required: Include Voided Check for information set-up 

We can EMAIL  
your next bill!  

 
Name: _________________________________________ 

Address or Account #: ______________________________ 

Email Address: _________________________________________ 

-Or– send an email to lgefre@breckenridgemn.net  
with the subject line E-bill.  

Call with any questions (218)643-4681. 

Breckenridge Port Authority Wants Your Bid! 

Submit your bid for all portable contents inside former Stop-N-Go 

building located at 308 5th St N, Breckenridge. (Building, fixtures 

& utilities remain intact.) Open house: March 25th (RSVP needed 

by March 23rd) Bids due: April 2nd 

Business Opportunity Heated Space for Rent: 3,200 sq. ft.; water 

available; concrete floor; open floor plan; private door entrance; 

overhead lighting; 12x12 overhead door 

Business Opportunity to Relocate or Start New: 2,413 sq. ft. build-

ing; 11,704 sq. ft. lot; great location   

 

For more information & to RSVP for the open house contact 

lmauch@breckenridgemn.net or call (218)643-1431 

 Mark Your Calendars 
March 3, 2020- Presidential Nomination Primary Election 

August 11, 2020- Primary Election 

November 3, 2020- General Election 

Precinct 1 – Breckenridge High-Rise – 200 Park Avenue 

Precinct 2 – Breckenridge Senior Center – 225 South 5th Street 

Precinct 3 – Breckenridge High School – 710 North 13th Street 

All polling locations will open at 7:00 a.m. & close at 8:00 p.m. 

Vote early in person at Wilkin County Courthouse, Auditor Office 300 S 5th St, Breckenridge 

Vote early by mail, apply to have an absentee ballot mailed to you at www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting 



2020 Census FAQ
What is the census?
The census is a count of every person who lives in the United States and its 
territories. It happens every 10 years. In early 2020, you will be asked to count 
everyone who lives in your home as of April 1. Responding to the 2020 Census  
is a chance to shape your future.

What’s in it for me?

Your responses 
inform where 
over $675 billion 
is distributed 
each year to 
communities 
nationwide for 
clinics, schools, 
roads, and more.

Census data gives 
community leaders 
vital information 
to make decisions 
about building 
community 
centers, opening 
businesses, and 
planning for  
the future.

Responding also 
fulfills your civic 
duty because it’s 
mandated by the 
U.S. Constitution. 
The United States 
has counted its 
population every 
10 years since 1790.

Your responses 
are used to redraw 
legislative districts 
and determine the 
number of seats 
your state has in 
the U.S. House of 
Representatives.

Is my information safe? 
Your responses to the 2020 Census are safe, 
secure, and protected by federal law. Your answers 
can only be used to produce statistics. They 
cannot be used against you by any government 
agency or court in any way—not by the FBI, not by 
the CIA, not by the DHS, and not by ICE.

When can I respond to the census? 
In early 2020, every household in America will 
receive a notice to complete the census online, 
by phone, or by mail. In May, the U.S. Census 
Bureau will begin following up in person with 
households that have yet to respond.

What will I be asked?
You will be asked a few simple 
questions, like age, sex, and the 
number of people who live in 
your home, including children.

What won’t be asked?
The census will never ask for 
Social Security numbers, bank or 
credit card numbers, money or 
donations, or anything related to 
political parties.

For more information, visit:

2020CENSUS.GOV
D-FA-GP-EN-034

https://2020census.gov/en


Census Bureau is NOW hiring in Minnesota 
The Census Bureau is hiring hundreds of people across Minnesota for a variety of 2020 
census-related positions, including recruiting assistants, office staff, operations 
supervisory staff, clerks, census field supervisors and census takers. The largest number 
of job openings are for census takers and there are a limited number of supervisory, 
clerical jobs, and recruiting outreach positions as well. 

These temporary, flexible part-time positions are available in every county and pay 
between $16 per hour and $27.50 per hour ($19 per hour in Wilkin County). 

Job Qualifications 
 Be at least 18 years old by April 1, 2020.
 Be authorized to work in the United States.
 Have a valid email address.
 Be available to work flexible hours, including some day, evenings, and weekends.
 Pass a U.S. Census criminal background check.

 Be registered with the Selective Service System, or have a qualifying 
exemption, if you are male and were born after December 31, 1959.

Some specific positions require employees: 

 Have access to a vehicle and maintain a valid driver’s license.

Ready to apply? If you meet these qualifications follow the job application
process below. The application process takes about 30 minutes. You will need to provide 
information on your work authorization, home address, email address, phone number, 
and your date and place of birth. To apply now go to: 

2020census.gov/jobs 

 Must be able to speak English well. 

www.2020census.gov/jobs
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