
Pursuant to due call and proper notice thereof, a meeting of the Breckenridge City Council was 
held on Monday, April 15, 2019, at 5:00 p.m., City Hall Council Chambers, Breckenridge, 
Minnesota. 
 
Members Present:   Mayor Wilson; Council Members Busko, Butts, Johnson, Jawaski, Gill and 
Lauritsen.  City Administrator Smith.   
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Mayor Wilson. 
 
Motion by Council Member Gill to approve the agenda.  Seconded by Council Member Johnson 
and carried unanimously. 
 
Award Ceremony:  Police Chief Karlgaard and Fire Chief Summerville presented Life Saving 
Awards to Tom Elmore, ClarEd Knoell, Shelby Walters, Rebecca Williams, Deputy Joseph 
Mattson, and Firefighters Brandon Holmes and Blair Miranowski for their role in helping 
residents out of a Breckenridge apartment building during a recent fire on March 9, 2019.   
 
Motion by Council Member Gill to approve the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Council Member 
Butts and carried unanimously.  The Consent Agenda included the following: 
 

A. Motion approving the minutes from the regular City Council meeting of April 1, 
2019. 

B. Motion approving the filing of the Public Utilities Commission meeting from April 1, 
2019. 

C. Motion approving a Raffle Permit for the American Legion Post 53. 
 
Council Member Butts moved to open a public hearing regarding Ordinance No. 508 – The 
renewal of a franchise agreement between the City of Breckenridge and Midco.  Seconded by 
Council Member Gill and carried unanimously.  A representative from Midco was in attendance 
as well as attorney Mike Bradley (on behalf of the City of Breckenridge) via teleconference to 
answer any questions.   
 
City Administrator Smith reviewed the process that was followed for renewing/revising the 
current franchise agreement that has been in place for the past 15 years and is set to expire in 
May 2019. She worked with Mayor Wilson and Council Member Butts as part of the Franchise 
Committee to review the current agreement and seek the advice of attorneys.  Attorney Mike 
Bradley, who specializes in cable franchises, was then hired by the City to work with the 
Franchise Committee to draft the new agreement.   
 
Mr. Bradley (via teleconference) briefly explained to the Council the major changes that were 
made to the new agreement.  Council Member Jawaski then moved to close the hearing.  
Seconded by Council Member Busko and carried unanimously. 
 



Motion by Council Member Butts to approve the first reading of Ordinance No. 508 – An 
ordinance granting a renewed cable franchise to Midcontinent.  Seconded by Council Member 
Lauritsen and carried unanimously. 
 
Darrel Nordick and Mike Tolbert were present to discuss the possibility of putting in a clay 
tractor pull track in Welles Memorial Park.  It would need to be 30 feet wide by 300 feet long.  
The Fair Board would do the work themselves and would carry the insurance for the event.  The 
tractor pulls bring in a lot of people from out of town during the fair.  Any event in the City that 
draws people in should be supported if possible.   
 
There were concerns of how it might impact the appearance of the park, the effect on the disc 
golf course, and water drainage.   There was also a question regarding whether or not the DNR 
would allow it.  If it is allowed, the Fair Board members will stake off the area, and the City will 
investigate the drainage concerns.  Motion by Council Member Gill to table the issue until more 
information is obtained.  Seconded by Council Member Johnson and carried unanimously. 
 
In order to stay compliant with Minnesota statutes regarding generic standards for utility tariffs 
for interconnection and operation of distributed generation facilities, Council Member Butts 
offered Resolution No. 12934-25/2019, “A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE BRECKENRIDGE 
PUBLIC UTILITIES DISTRIBUTED ENERGY RESOURCE INTERCONNECTION PROCESS,” and moved 
for its adoption.  Seconded by Council Member Lauritsen and carried unanimously. 
 
In order to be reimbursed for doing transmission line updates and handing over responsibility 
of the lines to MRES, Council Member Gill offered Resolution No. 12935-26/2019, “A 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A TRANSMISSION FACILTIES ASSIGNMENT AGREEMENT WITH 
MISSOURI BASIN MUNICIPAL POWER AGENCY,” and moved for its adoption.  Seconded by 
Council Member Butts and carried unanimously. 
 
The City recently completed the interviewing and background investigation process for hiring 
two full-time police officers.  Council Member Jawaski offered Resolution No. 12936-27/2019, 
“A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE HIRING OF ALEC GJERDEVIG AS A POLICE OFFICER FOR THE 
BRECKENRIDGE POLICE DEPARTMENT,” and moved for its adoption.  Seconded by Council 
Member Gill and carried unanimously.   
 
Council Member Gill offered Resolution No. 12937-28/2019, “A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE 
HIRING OF CAYDEN BARTA AS A POLICE OFFICER FOR THE BRECKENRIDGE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT,” and moved for its adoption.  Seconded by Council Member Johnson and 
carried unanimously.   
 
Along with a meeting salaries list, Council Member Jawaski offered Resolution No. 12938-
29/2019, “A RESOLUTION ALLOWING THE BILLS AND CLAIMS AGAINST THE CITY OF 
BRECKENRIDGE, MINNESOTA,” and moved for its adoption.  Seconded by Council Member 
Busko and carried unanimously. 
 



City Administrator Smith explained that the final payment to Mark Sand & Gravel for 
$256,835.60 was made on October 11, 2018.  The final documents have now been turned in 
such that the project can be closed out. Council Member Gill offered Resolution No. 12939-
30/2019, “A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE FINAL PAY FORM TO MARK SAND & GRAVEL CO. 
FOR THE 2018 MILL & OVERLAY PROJECT NO. 307-17,” and moved for its adoption.  Seconded 
by Council Member Johnson and carried unanimously.  
 
Brian Hiles from Ulteig Engineers was present and requested that they be paid for the extra 
hours they put in on the 2018 street mill and overlay project due to the project being extended.  
Due to the difficulty working with the contractor, they had to spend over double the amount of 
hours at the office and on site.  City Administrator Smith pointed out that their contract read 
“Not to exceed” and from a financial aspect, she cannot support the City paying them over the 
contract amount.   
 
Mr. Hiles pointed out that the City received a credit of $18,900 in liquidated damages for not 
being completed on time.  Ulteig would not be seeking additional payment if the damages were 
not given to the City.  He noted that they spent many hours negotiating with the contractor in 
order for the City to receive the damages.   In fact, he feels that if Ulteig didn’t put in the extra 
work, the project would not have gotten completed.   
  
City Administrator Smith mentioned that City staff also put in extra hours on the project to 
make sure that it was completed.  She stressed the importance of receiving bids in advance of a 
project, so that the City knows how much the project is going to cost.  And if the City would in 
fact pay the additional amount that Ulteig is requesting, they would no longer be the lowest 
bidder for the project.  She also mentioned to the Council that recently two other engineering 
firms requested additional money above their contract bid, but they were rejected before 
making it to the Council.  This may set a precedence if approved.  Council Member Butts moved 
to table the issue to look into the situation further and bring it back to the next Council 
meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Johnson and carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor’s Comments:  Thanks to everyone that put in extra efforts and hours to make sure the 
City didn’t have any water troubles.     
 
Motion by Council Member Gill to adjourn the meeting at 6:21 p.m.  Seconded by Council 
Member Jawaski and carried unanimously. 
 
           __________                                   

ATTEST:     RUSSELL WILSON, Mayor 

 

      

RENAE SMITH, City Administrator 


