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Pursuant to due call and proper notice thereof, a meeting of the Breckenridge City Council was 
held on Monday, June 15, 2020, at 5:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers and via teleconference as 
authorized under MN Statute 13D.021 due to the declared state of emergency from the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
 
Members Present:   Mayor Russell Wilson; Council Members Rick Busko, Jason Butts, James 
Jawaski, Jim Gill, and Josh Lauritsen.  City Administrator Renae Smith.   
 
Member Absent:  Council Member Reed Johnson. 
 
Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Attendees via teleconference – Alissa Harrington from Flaherty and Hood and Joel Hoistad. 
 
Council Member Jawaski moved to approve the agenda.  Seconded by Council Member Busko 
and carried unanimously. 
 
Open Discussion:  None. 
 
Motion by Council Member Gill to approve the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Council Member 
Lauritsen and carried unanimously.  The Consent Agenda included the following: 
 

A. Motion to approve the minutes of the regular City Council meeting from June 1, 
2020. 

B. Motion to approve the filing of the Public Utilities Commission minutes from June 1, 
2020. 

C. Motion approving a quote from Town & Country Heating, Cooling, & Refrigeration to 
replace a valve at the BFAC in the amount of $620.82 

D. Motion approving a quote from Excel Plastic, LLC for sneeze-guard shields to be used 
by the election judges at the three City precincts for the upcoming elections in the 
amount of $600 plus freight. 

E. Motion approving a quote from Valley Fab & Repair, Inc. to repair the snowplow 
wing in the amount of $995.94. 

F. Motion approving a quote from Beyer Tree Service for 2020 stump removal services 
at $4.25 per inch which includes grinding, cleanup, and 10” depth backfill. 

G. Motion approving a proposal from Interstate Engineering for surveying and platting 
property for annexation purposes for the Industrial Park area on the south side of 
Breckenridge in the amount of $7,000. 

H. Motion approving a Raffle Permit for the Breckenridge Baseball Association. 
I. Motion approving a Raffle Permit and Gambling Exempt Permit for St. Mary’s 

Church. 
J. Motion approving various Liquor License and Amusement License renewals for 

businesses located in Breckenridge. 
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Motion by Council Member Busko to open a public hearing regarding the New York Avenue 
Extension improvement project.  Seconded by Council Member Jawaski.   
 
Mike Bassingthwaite from Interstate Engineering explained that the City is working on a project 
to extend New York Avenue on the south side of Breckenridge and rebuild the KT Trail to 
connect with New York Avenue.  Along with the road improvement, we would also be 
extending water, sewer, and electric services.  Construction bids were opened earlier in the 
day, and the lowest bid came in 30% lower than the engineer’s estimate.  All adjacent 
landowners would have proposed assessments for a portion of the project.   
 
James Schuler was present to inquire about the proposed assessments on his property.  The 
stated that the road would barely touch his property and if he developed it, he would have to 
extend the road and utility services anyway and be assessed again for that.  He doesn’t feel his 
property is getting the benefit of $96,645, which is the proposed assessment.  His property is 
not in the City limits right now.      
 
City Attorney Alissa Harrington explained the assessment process and what happens if the 
property is not held in the City limits.   Any property not located in the City limits cannot be 
assessed but the amount can be deferred.  If the property was ever annexed into the City and 
developed, the City could charge the assessment back to the property.  James indicated that it 
would be adding approximately $20,000 per acre to the land, and he would not be able to sell it 
for that increased price.  
 
Ms. Harrington also explained that a property owner can appeal or make an objection to the 
amount that is being assessed even if they are not in the City limits.  That would be done at the 
special assessment hearing which would follow the project approval.  The City does bear the 
responsibility to prove the benefit to the property.  A benefit analysis survey would need to be 
done which would prove how much of the improvement is viable to the specific properties and 
how much they would benefit from them.  
 
Dale Beyer representing Minn-Kota Ag indicated that the assessments are more than what the 
properties are worth.  He inquired what would happen if only New York Avenue was extended 
and not the KT Trail.  He also noted that if Minn-Kota does not sell the 80 feet to the City, the 
road cannot be put in.  The City and Minn-Kota are still negotiating the acquiring of the 
property for the KT Trail extension.   
 
Council Member Butts moved to close the public hearing.  Seconded by Council Member 
Jawaski and carried unanimously.   
 
Council Member Gill moved to table the resolution ordering the improvements to the New York 
Avenue Extension project until the purchase agreements are in place and the land is secured.  
Seconded by Council Member Butts and carried unanimously. 
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Special Benefit Analysis.  The City will consider hiring a special firm to conduct the special 
benefit analysis.     
 
Along with a meeting salary list, Council Member Gill offered Resolution No. 13055-48/2020, “A 
RESOLUTION ALLOWING THE BILLS AND CLAIMS AGAINST THE CITY OF BRECKENRIDGE, 
MINNESOTA,” and moved for its adoption.  Seconded by Council Member Butts and carried 
unanimously. 
 
Ms. Harrington explained some key items in the BNSF Railroad purchase agreement.  There are 
no guarantees of infirmities, they reserve all rights, and their confidentiality clause is in conflict 
with the data practices act.  The attorneys were hoping to see what restrictions would be 
included on the deed, but Renae has not heard back from the BNSF’s attorney regarding her 
request to see a draft copy of the deed.   Renae asked the railroad’s attorney about the option 
to have an easement for the road and was turned town.   
 
Boring was done just adjacent to the property, and the results were fine.    Council Member 
Butts would like to see an Owner and Encumbrance report to see what types of things are listed 
on the property.  In the grand scheme of the road extension project, the property is needed in 
order to proceed with the project.   
 
Council Member Butts moved to table the approval of a purchase agreement with BNSF 
Railroad until an Owner and Encumbrance Report is completed by the Wilkin County Recorder’s 
Office.  Seconded by Council Member Gill and carried unanimously. 
 
Twice a year, donations received are approved by the City.  Council Member Gill offered 
Resolution No. 13056-49/2020, “A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING VARIOUS DONATIONS AND 
GRANTS RECEIVED BY THE CITY OF BRECKENRIDGE,” and moved for its adoption.  Seconded by 
Council Member Lauritsen and carried unanimously.   
 
 Breckenridge Family Aquatic Center Reopening.  Renae had previously sent an email to the 
Council Members including rules that the State has imposed on the opening of aquatic centers.  
We likely would not use any features, swimmers must stay six feet apart, a family member 
would have to be in the pool with the students for some of the lessons, etc.    
 
Right now, Jeanne only has one head guard and five regular lifeguards.  She typically has 7-8 
lifeguards on duty at one time.  Due to lifeguard availability, she would only be able to be open 
July 13th through August 9th.  Her recommendation is to not open.  Unfortunately, it just isn’t 
feasible.    
 
With regrets, Council Member Butts moved to not open the pool this summer.  Seconded by 
Council Member Busko and carried unanimously.  It is very unfortunate but with all of the 
regulations, it would be a huge burden for Jeanne and her team to comply with.   
 
Mayor’s Comments – None.  
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Other Comments: 
 

 Council Member Busko wanted to thank Police Officer Blake Olson for showing great 
community involvement.  He stopped and helped some kids who were trying to build a 
fort recently.    
 

Motion by Council Member Gill to adjourn the meeting at 6:17 p.m.  Seconded by Council 
Member Jawaski and carried unanimously. 
 
 
           __________                                   

ATTEST:     RUSSELL WILSON, Mayor 

 

      

RENAE SMITH, City Administrator 


