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June 3rd 2020 

 

I have received numerous phone calls today regarding the information that a riot is scheduled in 

Wahpeton. There are many rumors regarding the date, time, and location of the possible riot. I have 

been in direct contact with Chief Thorsteinson from the Wahpeton Police Department regarding this 

information, and I feel that the Wahpeton Police Department is doing a great job tracking down these 

social media posts and rumors.  

 

When law enforcement receives information such as a possible riot, we take it seriously. This 

information has unfortunately caused anxiety and concern with the citizens and business owners in 

Breckenridge as well, so I want to share my position on this matter. I have NO information indicating 

that anywhere in Breckenridge has been set as a location for a riot. The information that was seen on 

social media indicated that a “Riot” (not a protest) would take place in Wahpeton. These are two very 

different things. A riot will not be tolerated. I can’t say that a riot will never happen in Breckenridge, 

but I am confident that we have the resources and plans in place to end a riot very quickly if one were 

to develop. 

 

I would ask that all residents and businesses stay observant and report any suspicious activity to your 

local law enforcement. Use normal precautions such as locking your doors, and not leaving valuables 

in plain sight. This community is very strong and I am confident that the law enforcement agencies 

on both sides of the river will continue to work together to stop criminal activity and ensure the safety 

of the people. 
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